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Index as a tool for CPWI Community Selection

Data informed community selection process

Communities selected based on high levels of risk for youth alcohol and 
other substance use (SUD RI), & mental health risk (MHRI)

When funding available, high-need communities according to their risk 
ranking, are eligible to apply 



SUD RI & MHRI Overview   

Indexes measure community substance use risk & mental health risk

A single risk score is computed for each school district or high school 
attendance area (HSAA)

School districts and HSAA are then ranked statewide and assigned a 
percentile ranking

Focus on youth and adolescents

Data used to compute the risk score come from Healthy Youth Survey 
and other measures



Community Substance Use Risk Index Methodology

Indicators

• Population (ages 10-17)

• TANF child recipients
• Food stamp recipients

• Victims in CPS referrals

Factors Category Composite 

Population

Economic Deprivation

Troubled Families

Overall Composite

Overall Risk Ranking

Contextual Variables

• Depression
• Considering suicide
• Suicide attempts

• Failing WASL grade 7,10
• Self-reported truancy
• On-time graduation rates

• Self-reported fighting
• Carrying a weapon
• Gang membership
• Driving under influence

Mental Health 

Youth Delinquency  

School Performance  

Consequence Ranking
(50%) 

• Substance Use Level
(alcohol, marijuana, tobacco, 
and prescription drugs)

Substance Use Level 

Consumption Ranking 
(50%) 



Community Mental Health Risk Index Methodology

Overall 
Composite

CategoryIndicator Factor

Depressive feelings 

GAD scale 

Suicide attempts

Suicide planning 

Suicidal thoughts

Suicide attempts (Admin)

Youth MI treatment needs

Depression

Anxiety

Suicide

MI Treatment

MH 
Prevalence

(50%)

Skipping schools 

Smarter Balance results

On-time graduation rates

Alcohol consumption index 

Alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, or opioids use 

Youth SUD treatment need

Youth total arrests

Academic Performance

Substance Use

SUD Treatment

Criminal Justice Involvement

Consequence
(25%)

Students with 4+ ACES

Adult MI treatment need

Domestic violence offenses

Adult SUD treatment need

Homelessness

Child abuse and neglect

Hope scale 

Having adult to turn to when depressed 

Area deprivation index

ACES – HYS

ACES – Admin Data

Children's hope

Having adult for help

Community deprivation 

Intervening 
Variables

(25%)

Population Ages 10-17

Food stamps recipients

TANF Child Recipients

Population

Poverty

Contextual 
Variables



County Community Risk Profiles
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Questions

COUNTRY RISK PROFILES:

https://theathenaforum.org/cpwi_coalitions

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/ffa/research-and-data-analysis/community-
risk-profiles

Sandy.salivaras@hca.wa.gov

https://theathenaforum.org/cpwi_coalitions
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/ffa/research-and-data-analysis/community-risk-profiles
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/ffa/research-and-data-analysis/community-risk-profiles
mailto:Sandy.salivaras@hca.wa.gov
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