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WHAT IS
“RURAL?”
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APPROACH

Assess
Needs

Build

1. Implement Policy, Systems &
. . inabili .
Environmental strategies Pt P Capacity

Competence

2. Support Department of
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1. Core Questions

What does What does our Are youth using What assets

existin our
community?

community

"rural" mean?
value?

marijuana?

2. Gather Data & Prioritize Findings

2 Informal Analysis of

Literature - . Health
. Sessions Interviews .
Reviews Indicators

4 Listening 6 Key Informant

3. Develop Report

Stories Experiences

What works
and what
doesn't?

253 Survey
Responses

Insights

Rural Needs Assessment Report
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CENSUS DATA

Age group WA State Non-Rural
(years) SD areas
<l| 12%
1-14 | 17.5%
15-24 | 12.7%

) 2544| 271%

Y 4564 253% | 250%
[

Rural SD
areas
1.2%
18.4%
12.1%
22 8%
26.5%
19.1%
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CENSUS DATA

Racial/Ethnic Category | WA State

/> Hispanic | 13.2%
NH Asian

Multi-Race | 4.4%
NH Black | 3.9
NH American Indian/Alaskan Native

NH Pacific Islander

Non-Rural

SD areas
67.1%

Rural SD
areas
70.3%
19.9%
3.1%
3.0%
2.4%
1.2%
0.2%
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BRFFS DATA

WA State | Urban
Mental Health 2.4%

Depression | 2 -4.|jf!4':
Marijuana Use | 16.8%
Binge Drinking | 15.4%
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BRFFS DATA

2014-2018 Deaths of Despair by Age Group
_ Age-Specific Rate per 100,000

_ Couseof Death|  Age Group
25 years and older

Suicide —
24 years and younger

Alcohol Death | 22.Y20rs ond older
24 years and younger

25 years and older

g e 24 years and younger
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OSPI DATA

Figure and Table 6: Graduation rates by rural designation in Washington State
Data Source: Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (O5P), Report Card
Groduation 2014-15 to Most Recent Year, datg.wa.gov.

B8%

Overall-dyr

Rural-d4yr

1014 1015 1016 2017 018 1019

Figure and Table 7: Dropout rates by rural designation in WA State
Data Source: Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPY), Report Card
Graduation 2014-15 to Most Recent Year, data.wa,qov.

16.0%

\ Rural - 4 yrs

Overall - dyrs

1014 015 1018 w7 2018 019




OSPI DATA

Absences 1

1 Discipline
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SURVEY DATA |

School

Parents

Youth-serving Organization

State, Local or Tribal agency
Civic/Volunteer Group

Business

Treatment or other Prevention Provider

Healthcare Professional
Youth

Religious/Fratemal Organization

Law Enforcement
Media




SURVEY DATA

Figure 12: Perceptions of youth marijuana use as a problem
Not a problem Serious Problem Not sure

(Coalition N

1%

connection

No coalit %
0 coalition 19%

connection

2N,
5 &
(8

PREVENT

R U R A L




SURVEY DATA

Risk of harm from trying marijuana once or twice:
No risk ' High risk

Cnalit@

connection

No coalition

: 17%
connection

Risk of harm from regular use (once or twice a week):

No risk High risk
Coalition
connection -'
&,
N | -- IR
No coalition i
connection ' PREVENT
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SURVEY DATA

Figure 14: Ranking key drivers of youth marijuana use (all respondents)

Ranked 2 Ranked 3
Availability or ease of access 4 16% 15%
Positive youth attitudes/beliefs arcund marijuana 1% 22%
Depression or mental health - 18%

Trauma and/or toxic stress 15%

RTINS 6% 10% |
o

Poverty

*Another reason 4%, 5%

Struggling academically - 2%, 4%

Race/ethniaty
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SURVEY DATA N

Ease of Access to Marijuana

Coalition T
connection o

(-

No coalition
connection

Find anywhere w/o barriers
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Parental
Acceptance

Marijuana
Legalization

Support for
Growers

Personal support/opposition for the statement:
"It is okay for parent to allow youth to use marijuana in their home"

Strongly Support

Coalition connection 0%

Strongly Oppose

Perceptions of community support for retail (recreational) marijuana legalization:

Strongly Support

(oalition
connection

No coalition
connection

Perceptions of community support for local marijuana growers or farms:

Strongly Support

Coalition connection

No coalition connection

41%

37%

Strongly Oppose

I[%I
ll%l

Strongly Oppose

-
16% l




SURVEY DATA

Social Media
Newspaper

Poster or flyer
Radio announcement
Brochure

Billboard

Other

Online Videos

Theatre/cinema ads

Window Clings

Point of purchase material/card

Stickers
Y

Magazine article

Bumper Sticker M Rural Respondent &)

Not Rural Respondent PREVENT
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SURVEY DATA

Youth engagement tips

Media campaigns

Advocacy guidance

Guides for facilitating youth/community groups
Adaptable prevention toolkit
In-person training events
Communication and branding
Local policy/ordinance planning
Data tracking

Sustainability planning

TA for prevention implementation

Grant writing support

Online video or webinar training

Other

Logic model review

Lesson plan writing

m Coalition connection

No coalition connection
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KEY INFORMANTS

Each ru_rol_ Limited Must build trust
community Is :
; resources first
unique
Lack of internet Barriers to : Ve (?f :
. : lifestyles within
connectivity accessing data :
community

Low perception
of harm for
marijuana

In-person
meetings are
preferred

Sense of family
within
community
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-

PREVENT

R U R A L




23 Listening Session Participants

Treatment/Prevention Providers

School 5% |

Healthcare Professional '

Business
Parents
State/LocalTribal Government
Youth-serving Organization
Media
Law Enforcement
Youth

Religio |_|5,-'F|'::|’r|=r|'| al Organizations

CivicVolunteer Group
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LISTENING SESSIONS

Question 6: In your opinion, what are the top issues influencing youth marijuana use?

1. Coping & 2. Inter- 3. Youth 4. Parental
Mental Generational Access & Attitudes &
Health Use Availability Beliefs

5. Low 6. 7.Community 8. Lack of
Perception of Uninformed Laws & Pro-Social A\
Harm on Effects Norms Activities ;’ &,
N
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Who We Are  What We Do News & Events i Resources iral Co nities Partnerships

PREVENT
COALITION

WIDE PREVENTION IN RURAL
COMMUNITIES

works in communities across Washington State? Together we'll find out.

e

Change Language: SR IRGERY

Who We Are

The Rural Communities Project is a group of volunteers and leaders

Mission
Connecting and supporting rural across Washington building resiliency and safequarding youth. We're

€ AL PSRRI parents, youth, school staff, business owners, medical professionals,

bieid fesiicee i pe it low enforcement, government workers, faith-based organizations,
and mare. Together we're convening a network of rural voices and p R E V E N T
R

U R A L

marijuana (cannabis, weed, etc)

— developing supports to meet population needs

Vision : )
The Rural Communities Project is an initiative of Prevent, funded by the Youth Marijuana

Healthy, thriving rural Prevention & Education Program of the Washington State Department of Health. Huge support

communities free of marijuana comes from the fiscal agent, 12. Prevent has been connecting and supporting communities

misuse. Together wel discover since 2003. Additional initiatives are funded by state and federal grants, made possible by

what prevention and education volunteers like you

strategies work in rural aregs.




MEET THE TEAM

Jesse Jimenez

Jesse.jimenez@esd112.org

Christopher Belisle
Christopher.Belisle@esd112.org

Leanne Reid
Leanne.Reid@esd112.org
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mailto:Christopher.Belisle@esd112.org
mailto:Leanne.Reid@esd112.org
mailto:Jesse.jimenez@esd112.org
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