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owner.



Today’s agenda

Why use
visuals?

Types of
visuals

?



graphscharts maps

Thing 1

Thing 2

Thing 3

diagramsillustrations



Today’s agenda

Why use
visuals?

Types of
visuals

?



Why use visuals?

1. Visuals get attention.

?



Source: Palen, L., Smith, E. A., Caldwell, L. L., Flisher, A. J., Wegner, L., & Vergnani, T. (2008). Inconsistent reports of 
sexual intercourse among South African high school students. Journal of Adolescent Health, 42(3), 221–227.



Hoffberg et al., 2020

• More impressions
• More retweets
• More link clicks

Abstract source: Lim, M. S. C., Hellard, M. E., 
& Aitken, C. K. (2005). The case of the 
disappearing teaspoons: Longitudinal cohort 
study of the displacement of teaspoons in an 
Australian research institute. British Medical 
Journal, 331, 1498-1500.



Why use visuals?

1. Visuals get attention.

2. Visuals improve memory.

?
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Bateman et al., 2010



Why use visuals?

1. Visuals get attention.

2. Visuals improve memory.

3. Visuals improve understanding.
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Levie & Lentz, 1982
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Types of visuals

1. Decorative
2. Conceptual
3. Data-based



Decorative Visuals

Icons Photos Illustrations



Conceptual visuals

Process



Conceptual visuals
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Conceptual visuals
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Types of visuals

1. Decorative
2. Conceptual

Process
Relationships
Components

3. Data-based



Data-based visuals

Quantities
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Source: New York Times, 7/29/16
‘Stronger Together’ and ‘I Am Your Voice’ — How 
the Nominees’ Convention Speeches Compare



Data-based visuals

Quantities
Presence/absence



Source: United States v. Gotti et al, 1987. In Tufte, E. R. (1990). Envisioning information. Cheshire, CT: Graphics Press.
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Quantities
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Data-based visuals
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Source: Kan, M., Palen, L., Herrmann, J. W., Feinberg, M. E., & Hill, J. (2017). Preventing intimate partner 
violence among teens who are pregnant or parenting: Results from a pilot study of an adapted group-based 
program. Poster presented at the Society for Prevention Research, Washington, DC.



Source: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/see-four-months-of-brett-kavanaughs-calendar-from-1982



Types of visuals

1. Decorative
2. Conceptual
3. Data-based
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Time



The bottom line…

?
Visuals get attention 
and improve memory 
and understanding.

There are various 
decorative, conceptual, 
and data-driven visuals 
to meet different needs.
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