
Marijuana In Seattle 



 
 95 total schools  

59 elementary schools  
12 high schools  
10 K-8 schools  
9 middle schools  
5 service schools  
 

Our Schools 



 
 49,870+ students  

120 languages spoken 
40% are eligible for FRL 
12% are English language learners  
14% receive Special Education services  
 

Our Students 



Marijuana in Seattle 

Medical marijuana (1998):  
 In 2013, 270 dispensaries, 240 licensed as 

businesses  
 Individual & collective gardens  
Seattle Initiative 75 (2003):  
 Marijuana lowest law enforcement priority 
WA State Initiative 502 (2012) 
 Decriminalization and legalization 



School Policy 

 Still federally illegal 
SPS receives federal funding 

 Still not allowed at school – Board Policy 
Medical authorization does not permit 

students to possess or be under the influence 
at school 

Still subject to discipline: 3 day suspension 
with mandatory drug/alcohol assessment 



30 Day Alcohol Use 
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30 Day Marijuana Use 
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Substance Use at School 
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Gaps in HYS Marijuana Data  

 Access – where are they getting it? 
 Seattle’s 2012 YRBS:  38.5% of current marijuana 

users reported using marijuana that came from a 
dispensary within the past 30 days 

 Types of marijuana 
 Edibles, concentrates, plant 

 Use on campus 
 Current question asks “drunk or high” 



Current Concerns  

 Increase in student drug/alcohol violations 
 758 offenses so far this school year 
 107 Alcohol offenses 
 651 Drug offenses – over 98% marijuana 
 3 Elementary, 204 Middle, 551 High 

 Edibles 
 Bought not baked – lollipops, candy bars, etc. 
 Students overdosing on campus 

 Vaporizers 
 First year ever confiscating these devices – 26 so far 



Edibles 



Edibles 



Vaporizers 



 

Vaporizers 



“A stealthy, convenient way to get high . . .” 
Students Find 
Way To Secretly 
Smoke Marijuana 
In Class 
“Vapor pen are just 
like e-cigarettes. The 
can be purchased at 
grocery stores for 
$25.00 and up. 
When used for 
marijuana there’s no 
“skunk” smell, which 
makes it easy for 
students to bring 
them to school.” 
 

 

 

How they use it 

How they use it 

http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/


How do they get it? 

 Students have medical authorizations 
 Under 18, without parental knowledge/consent 

 Order online, by phone 
 No proof of authorization or age required 

 Delivery service 
 21 and over, medicinal and recreational 



Brightly colored product  
and packaging. 

Flavors: strawberry 
lemonade, grape, lemonade. 

Social media 
links. Order by phone or 

online. 



Delivery Service 

 

Recreational 



What are we doing about it?  

 Professional Development 
 Principal training in April 
 Central training with counselors, security, nurses 
 Building trainings 

 Parent Meetings 
 Middle and High Schools 

 Student Education 
 Evidence Based Programs 
 Balance between education and harm reduction 



Thank you! 

 
Lisa Sharp 
Seattle Public Schools 
lmsharp@seattleschools.org 
206-252-0859 

mailto:lmsharp@seattleschools.org
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