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Learning objectives 

Participants will be able to describe: 

• prohibition, decriminalization, and legalization. 

• substance use prevention policies to look for in 

proposed changes to marijuana policy. 

• what Seattle Children’s Hospital’s Adolescent 

Substance Abuse Program is doing to support parents 

and the local community to prevent underage marijuana 

use.   
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Seattle Children’s Adolescent Substance Abuse Program 

 

Staff 

Treatment 

School 
prevention & 

early 
intervention 

Community 
prevention 

~ Two Licensed Mental Health & Chemical 

Dependency Professionals 

 

~ Social Worker 

 

~ Prevention Coalition Staff 

 

~ Manager and Administrative Assistant 

~ Co-directed by 

two Physicians 
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Substance use prevention 

 

Individual programs & community strategies 

• Evidence based curriculum for middle school students 

• Evidence based programs for parents 

• Social marketing & parent education 

• Prevention clubs at schools 

• Media advocacy 

• Advocacy 

• Alcohol policy 

• Prescription drug policy 

• Marijuana policy 
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Marijuana policy 

“Repealing current laws is simple in concept; figuring out 

what might replace those laws is more complex.” 

 

Marijuana Legalization: What Everyone Needs to Know (2012) 
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Marijuana policy 

Prohibition 

 Marijuana is illegal in most countries 

  

Decriminalization  

 No criminal penalties for marijuana possession  

 Currently in WA, Netherlands, Portugal 

 

Legalization 

Legal to produce, sell, and possess like alcohol and tobacco 

Currently in Uruguay, CO, soon in WA 
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WA marijuana policy 

In 2012, Washington voters 

approved Initiative 502 (I-502) to 

create a legal commercial 

marketplace for marijuana. 

 

 •   Must be at least 21 years old 

•   Individuals may possess limited quantities of marijuana 

products 

•   Must buy from licensed retail stores 

•   Cannot grow your own or share marijuana 

 
(Medical marijuana rules are different) 
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Seattle marijuana policy 

Medical marijuana (1998):        

In 2013, 200+ dispensaries 

licensed as businesses 

 

Individual & collective gardens 

 
Seattle Initiative 75 (2003): marijuana lowest law 

enforcement priority 

 

Use of marijuana in view of the public (2013):  
First offense – verbal warning 

Civil infraction - $27 fine 

 

http://www.dwt.com/offices/seattle/?op=overview
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Headlines from March 

Seattle Public Schools says student pot use is on rise 

KIRO (local television) 

 

Seattle Public Schools: Spike In Marijuana Use Not Just 

Seen At Roosevelt High 

KPLU (local public radio) 

http://m.kirotv.com/news/news/seattle-public-schools-says-student-pot-use-rise/nfJCG/
http://www.kplu.org/post/seattle-public-schools-spike-marijuana-use-not-just-seen-roosevelt-high
http://www.kplu.org/post/seattle-public-schools-spike-marijuana-use-not-just-seen-roosevelt-high
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Prevention policies 

 

Recommended* for alcohol & tobacco: 

 
• Limit retail outlet density 

• Limit days & hours of sale 

• Increase taxes 

• Enforce age limits 

• Limit where products may be 

consumed 
 

 

* The Guide to Community Preventive Services: www.thecommunityguide.org 

 

Map of Seattle – yellow areas zoned for marijuana businesses. 



Adolescent Medicine 

What does legalization look like so far? 

 

Examples from Dope Magazine 

“DOPE Magazine is a 

publication dedicated to serving 

the needs of medical marijuana 

patients and enthusiasts 

everywhere.” 
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Commercialization 

“Costco of cannabis”  

Going through “a $2.6 million 

expansion . . . thanks to the 

help of investors outside the 

state . . .” 
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Marijuana products 

 

Edibles 

In WA 1 “recreational” serving = 10 mg THC 

Orange Cream 

soda - 32mg THC 

Truffles $5 each, 

25 mg THC 

Policies to look for: 

 

•Serving sizes (example: 

Four Loko) 

 

•Flavoring (example: 

flavored cigarettes) 

 

•Taxes 
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Marijuana products 

 

Concentrates 

“Wax” for 

“dabbing” 

Oils vaporized in devices 

that sometimes resemble 

e-cigarettes 

Policies to look for: 

 

•Product limitations 

(included in I-502 but 

changed by state legislature) 

 

•Age limits on vaporizers 

(example: e-cigarettes) 
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Flavored products 

Cartoon characters. 

Social media links. 

Policies to look for: 

 

•Flavoring  

 

•Ban samples (included in I-

502) 

 

•Advertising restrictions 

(example: tobacco master 

settlement)  

Flavored strains of 

marijuana. 

Free samples. 



Adolescent Medicine 

Advertising & marketing 

 

Attractive to youth 

Order by phone 

or online. 

Policies to look for: 

 

•Packaging (I-502 rules)  

 

•Sales only in person (I-502 

rules)  
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Marketing 

 

Indirect - lifestyle promotion 
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Marketing 

 

Cross-marketing 
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Home delivery 

Policies to look for: 

 

•Sales only in person 

 

•Enforcement funding 
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Popular culture 

“I am helping the movement by 

spreading an overall message 

that cannabis is a GOOD thing.  

Whether it is an awareness of 

the medical qualities within 

CBDs or the creative inspiration I 

personally get from smoking the 

herb, many of my songs try to 

put ganja and the ganja culture 

in a more positive light.”  
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Maps & guides 
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Prevention policies 

 

Advertising & marketing 

• Limit advertising to media with 

small youth audience 

• Limit sponsorships to events 

with low youth attendance 

• Limit pot festivals to 21 and 

older 

• Limit internet & social media 

marketing 

• Age limits, taxes on 

paraphernalia 
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Prevention policies 

 

Medical & recreational systems 

Seattle high school students who report using marijuana: 

• 68% get it from friends, 6% from retail dispensary, 

• 39% report using marijuana that came from a medical 

marijuana retail dispensary.* 

 

WA medical marijuana law: marijuana for any age, can 

grow your own. 

 

WA recreational marijuana law: marijuana for 21 and older, 

cannot grow your own. 

 
* Source: Seattle Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
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Fully funded prevention systems before law change 

“If pot is legal for adults, how will school and community 

prevention programs adapt their messages to prevent kids 

from using? While some proposals to legalize marijuana 

would divert tax revenues to prevention efforts, the 

messaging and strategy should probably be in place 

before legal marijuana ever hits the streets.”  
 

Beau Kilmer, RAND Drug Policy Research Center 

http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html 

 

http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html
http://www.rand.org/blog/2013/04/7-key-questions-on-marijuana-legalization.html


Adolescent Medicine 

Advocating for prevention policies 

 

Washington State Liquor Control Board 

 
• Rules: http://liq.wa.gov/marijuana/initiative_502_proposed_rules  

 

• Rules include laws about:  

• Marijuana-infused foods, beverages 

• Retail outlet density 

• Home delivery 

• Advertising & marketing 

 

• Recent actions: ban on marijuana products needing 

refrigeration or heat 

http://liq.wa.gov/marijuana/initiative_502_proposed_rules
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Advocating for prevention policies 

 

Washington State Legislature 

 
Marijuana law: RCW 69.50 - 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50 

 

What can you say to your legislator? 

• Tell “stories” from your community 

• Share coalition meeting minutes 

• Share HYS and other local data 
 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=69.50
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ASAP’s teen marijuana use prevention activities 

 

In addition to advocacy . . .  

• Parent guide to preventing 

underage marijuana use 

 

• Media interviews & public forums 

 

• Prevention WINS coalition 

 

• School-based LMHC who 

implements evidence-based 

prevention programs  

 

 

 

 

http://www.seattlechildrens.org/clinics-programs/adolescent-medicine/resources/
http://www.seattlechildrens.org/clinics-programs/adolescent-medicine/resources/
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Prevention policy resources 

Washington Association for Substance Abuse & Violence Prevention: 

www.WASAVP.org  

 

Guide to Community Preventive Services: www.thecommunityguide.org  

 

Center for Alcohol Marketing & Youth: www.camy.org  

 

Surgeon General’s Calls to Action – tobacco & underage drinking: 

www.surgeongeneral.gov  

 

http://www.wasavp.org/
http://www.thecommunityguide.org/
http://www.camy.org/
http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/
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Questions? 

Inga Manskopf 

Seattle Children’s Hospital, Division of Adolescent Medicine 

 

206-987-7612 

Inga.Manskopf@SeattleChildrens.org 

 

www.PreventionWorksInSeattle.org 

www.PreventionWorksinSeattle.blogspot.com 

www.WASAVP.blogspot.com  

 

mailto:Inga.Manskopf@SeattleChildrens.org
http://www.preventionworksinseattle.org/
http://www.preventionworksinseattle.blogspot.com/
http://www.wasavp.blogspot.com/
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This is what marijuana looks like 

 

Edibles & concentrates 
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This is what marijuana looks like 

 

Concentrates 

Budtender Ashley Stanley, left, shows customers at Evergreen Apothecary a box of hash oil that is used for vaporizers. 

KAI-HUEI YAU — MCT  

http://www.theolympian.com/2014/03/16/3035430/high-stakes-colorado-pot-sales.html#storylink=cpy 
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This is what marijuana looks like 

 

Minors “prefer hash oils and vaporization” 

Jim Andersen displays butane hash oil at a marijuana 

growing facility in Seattle in April 2013. The state's 

licensed producers will be required to use 

professional-grade equipment when making the 

extracts. (Elaine Thompson / AP) 

Hash oil dabbing a popular but dangerous trend 

"Right now in Washington, if you are in mid twenties 

and younger, you prefer hash oils and vaporization 

as opposed to smoking," said Randy Simmons, 

Program Director for I-502 for the Washington State 

Liquor Control Board. 

 

 

Marijuana hash oil explodes in popularity and 

kitchens 

"We're trying to move as many people out of the illicit 

marketplace as possible," Simmons says. "And in 

order to do that, if we would have excluded these 

oils, we would have left a whole lot of the 

marketplace in the black market."  

 

In other words, hash oil is too popular not to legalize.  

http://www.komonews.com/news/local/Dabbing-the-Hash-Oil-Hazard-246399991.html?tab=video&c=y
http://kuow.org/post/marijuana-hash-oil-explodes-popularity-and-kitchens
http://kuow.org/post/marijuana-hash-oil-explodes-popularity-and-kitchens
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This is how marijuana is used 

 

“A stealthy, convenient way to get high . . .” 

 

 
Students Find Way To 

Secretly Smoke Marijuana 

In Class 

“Vapor pen are just like e-

cigarettes. The can be 

purchased at grocery stores 

for $25.00 and up. When 

used for marijuana there’s no 

“skunk” smell, which makes it 

easy for students to bring 

them to school.” 

 

High Times Magazine  

March 28, 2013 

“Since our first vaporizer 

buyer's guide in 2011, a 

plethora of new pen-sized 

vapes have hit the market – 

offering cannabis consumers 

a stealthy, convenient way to 

get high in almost any 

location or situation.”   

 

 

 

http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/
http://denver.cbslocal.com/2014/02/05/students-find-way-to-secretly-smoke-marijuana-in-class/
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Marketing  

https://twitter.com/TrippyStix/media 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC79KcVNuHA 

Colorado businesses cleaning up “stoner” image to appeal 

to mainstream:  “ . . .  deep-pocketed companies — think 

tobacco and liquor — could enter the market and bring with 

them upscale advertising campaigns that chip away at the 

stoner image shaped during 70 years of prohibition, Wagner 

said. “Hip, cool, rather than lethargic stoner.” 
 

https://twitter.com/TrippyStix/media
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC79KcVNuHA
http://www.thecannabist.co/2014/03/02/marijuana-marketing-colorado-business-advertising-stoner-image-mainstream-ads-pot/5872/
http://www.thecannabist.co/2014/03/02/marijuana-marketing-colorado-business-advertising-stoner-image-mainstream-ads-pot/5872/
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Local advertising 

 

Print media 
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Local marketing 

Seattle PI 

http://www.seattlemet.com/data/images/2012/10/image/18621/1112-mudroom-marijuana-app.jpg
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Community events 

Photos from Yelp, KOMO News, SPD, Hempfest 
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A closer look at retail outlet density 

The Geography of Opportunity: 

Mapping to Promote Equitable 

Community Development and Fair 

Housing in King County,  NW Justice 

Project, 2010 

Marijuana business areas in yellow.  Low opportunity areas in yellow. 
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Driving under the influence of marijuana 

Marijuana is the most frequently detected drug in those aged under 21 years (this includes alcohol.) 

 
Source: Dr. Fiona Couper, WA State Toxicologist, February 18, 2014 
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Pop culture 

Miley Cyrus' Most Scandalous Weed Photo Yet 

Behind-the-scenes at Miley’s video shoot for “Wrecking Ball,” 

director Terry Richardson snapped this photo of the pop star 

chilling out with both a joint and a cigarette in her mouth, just 

like Rihanna. 

Daily Mail Online 

http://www.hollyscoop.com/miley-cyrus/miley-cyrus-most-scandalous-weed-photo-yet.html
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TV advertising 

Comcast in NJ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyzxs33B6FA 

According to Comcast spokeswoman Melissa Kennedy, the ads will 

only air in states where medical marijuana is legal, between 10 p.m. 

and 5 a.m. It will not run during children’s and family programming, she 

said. 

 

FOX affiliate in CA 

http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/09/medical_marijuana_com

mercials_could_pot_spots_spread_to_local_tv_see_one_ad_here.php 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyzxs33B6FA
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/09/medical_marijuana_commercials_could_pot_spots_spread_to_local_tv_see_one_ad_here.php
http://blogs.westword.com/latestword/2010/09/medical_marijuana_commercials_could_pot_spots_spread_to_local_tv_see_one_ad_here.php
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Social media 

 

 

Instagram #vapelife Tumblr #dabs 
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Politics 

 

Reconciling medical & recreational systems 

WA legislature - SB 5887 

• Failed, leaving two competing marijuana systems 

• Dispute over allocation of taxes 
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/ 

House Republicans say they want 10 percent of marijuana taxes to go to local governments – possibly tens of millions of 

dollars every year – and they are willing to hold up the bill to do it.  They say the money would compensate cities and 

counties for planning, zoning and law enforcement costs — and most importantly, for allowing the shops to open in the 

first place. “This is probably the biggest unfunded mandate we have ever levied on local governments, at a time when 

they are not in good financial shape as it is,” says state Rep. Cary Condotta, R-East Wenatchee. But House Democrats 

aren’t eager to give up a dime. They are eying the money as a way to help pay for the state Supreme Court’s costly 

McCleary decision, which requires them to raise billions of dollars for the K-12 schools. 

 

WA budget 
The operating budget includes $2.2 million for DOH to implement medical marijuana law 

http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
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http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
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http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
http://washingtonstatewire.com/blog/medical-marijuana-bill-foundering-in-house-amid-taxation-dispute/
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This is how marijuana is produced 

Production Associate Nick Nolan, top, and Buckie Minor, a member 

of the Dixie Elixirs science team, collect THC oil from a CO2 

extraction machine at Dixie Elixirs in Denver. It’s the first step in the 

refinement process. KAI-HUEI YAU — MCT  

 

http://www.theolympian.com/2014/03/16/3035430/high-stakes-

colorado-pot-sales.html#storylink=cpy 
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This is how marijuana is produced 

Joe Hodas, chief marketing officer of 

Dixie Elixirs in Denver, points to a 

bottling system during a media tour 

of the company’s new location, 

which is still under construction. KAI-

HUEI YAU — MCT  

 

http://www.theolympian.com/2014/0

3/16/3035430/high-stakes-colorado-

pot-sales.html#storylink=cpy 
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Trade associations & events 


