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 “I’M GAY AND I LOVE IT!”

CALLUM, 18

MIKE, 18
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“THE TERM QUEER TO ME IS A BIG UMBRELLA OF TERMS 
THAT CAN MEAN ASEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, GAY, 
LESBIAN, ANYTHING OTHER THAN HETEROSEXUALITY.”

BRANDON, 16
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“SOME PEOPLE WILL SAY 
THAT SINCE I AM DATING A 
GUY, THAT I DON’T COUNT 
AS QUEER ANYMORE, BUT 
IT’S NOT TRUE, THAT’S 
JUST HOW IT HAPPENED, I 
MEAN MY BOYFRIEND’S A 
LITTLE QUEER, TOO.”

MONICA, 18
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 “I DON’T REALLY IDENTIFY 
AS STRAIGHT, GAY, BI, 
ANYTHING.”

CALLUM, 18

CALLUM, 18
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“MY FRIENDS SAY ‘OH YOU 
HAVEN’T HAD SEX WITH A GIRL, 
SO HOW CAN YOU CALL 
YOURSELF A LESBIAN?’ IT’S LIKE 
WELL, IT’S NOT JUST CAUSE OF 
SEX. I KEEP TELLING THEM, I 
HAVE THE SAME EMOTION, 
SEXUAL FEELINGS TOWARDS A 
FEMALE AND IF I HAVEN’T HAD 
SEX WITH A GIRL IT’S NONE OF 
THEIR BUSINESS, IT’S MY 
BUSINESS.”

EVETTE, 18
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“FOR ME, BEING TRANS JUST MEANS THAT I WAS BORN 
ONE WAY, BUT I FEEL LIKE I AM A REALLY DIFFERENT 
GENDER THAN HOW I WAS BORN.” ZANE, 18
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“WELL, I’M NOT REALLY TRANS BECAUSE I MORE IDENTIFY 
WITH GENDERQUEER WHICH IS IDENTIFYING AS BOTH MALE 
AND FEMALE OR NEITHER KIND OF AT THE SAME TIME.”

QUINN, 15



RETEACHING GENDER & SEXUALITY

“IF YOU SEE GENDER AS A FOOTBALL 
FIELD. AND ON ONE END YOU HAVE 
THE MOST MASCULINE MALE, LIKE 
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, AND 
ON THE OTHER END YOU HAVE THE 
MOST FEMININE FEMALE, LIKE PARIS 
HILTON. SOMEONE WHO MAYBE HAS 
A DIFFERENT GENDER IDENTITY IS 
ANYWHERE ON THAT SPECTRUM OR 
LIKE NOT EVEN ON THE SPECTRUM.... 
I RUN AROUND THE FOOTBALL FIELD I 
GUESS OR I’M ON THE BLEACHERS, 
SOMETHING CRAZY LIKE THAT.”

JORDAWN, 15
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“I KIND OF FEEL LIKE I HAD TWO 
‘COMING OUTS’. ONE WHEN I 
CAME OUT AND I’M LIKE, SO I 
KNOW I WAS BORN ONE WAY, BUT 
I FEEL THIS WAY, I WANT TO BE A 
GUY. AND THEN, THE SECOND 
PART WAS AND I’M A GUY WHO 
LIKES GUYS. IT’S BEEN A JOURNEY 
KINDA TO FIND MYSELF ON 
WHERE I AM TRANS WISE AND 
FIGURE OUT WHO I AM IN THIS 
GAY WORLD AND I FEEL LIKE I’M 
RIGHT WHERE I NEED TO BE.”ZANE, 18
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RESPONSES & QUESTIONS

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR RESPONSES?

DID ANYTHING RESONATE WITH EXPERIENCES YOU HAVE HAD IN  
YOUR WORK? 
 

IN WHAT WAYS DO YOU THINK NAMING IDENTITIES IS IMPORTANT?



IT’s A BOY!           IT’s A GIRL!



“FEMALE”“MALE”

WOMANMAN

w/ MENw/WOMEN
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MARRIED 
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PILLARS OF HETERONORMATIVITY

IT’s A BOY!           IT’s A GIRL!sex assignment

gender

expression

sexuality

family
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RESPONSES & QUESTIONS

DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR RESPONSES?
 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE WAYS THAT THE PILLARS OF 
HETERONORMATIVITY IS REINFORCED SOCIALLY, CULTURALLY, 
THROUGH OUR LAWS, AND IN OUR ORGANIZATIONS ?



HETERO/SEXISM
ATTITUDES, BELIEFS, BEHAVIORS, CULTURAL NORMS, AND 
INSTITUTIONAL PRACTICES THAT ASSUME AND PRIVILEGE 
HETEROSEXUALITY, HETEROSEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS, TRADITIONAL 
GENDER ROLES, AND MARRIAGE AS “NATURAL” AND PREFERRED. 
HETEROSEXISM REINFORCES THE IDEA THAT PEOPLE FALL IN ONLY 
ONE OF TWO DISTINCT SEXES, MALE AND FEMALE.



DISPARITIES
• PHYSICAL, EMOTIONAL, OR SEXUAL ABUSE AND EXPLOITATION

• DEPRESSION, ISOLATION, SUICIDAL IDEATION

• SUBSTANCE AND ALCOHOL USE AND ABUSE

• DROPPING OUT OF SCHOOL OR ACADEMIC UNDERACHIEVEMENT

• HOMELESSNESS, UNDEREMPLOYMENT, POVERTY

• FAILING TO ACCESS HEALTHCARE & MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

• JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM INVOLVEMENT AND PLACEMENT IN STATE CARE

CONSIDER THE ROOT ISSUES....



BARRIERS
• INDIVIDUAL: ATTITUDES AND BELIEFS OF INDIVIDUALS THAT CREATE BARRIERS FOR CLIENTS OR 

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

• ORGANIZATIONS: POLICIES AND PRACTICES THAT CREATE SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES FOR QUEER 

YOUTH AND QUEER FAMILIES

• SOCIETAL/STRUCTURAL: SOCIAL NORMS, LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND CULTURAL PRACTICES 

THAT PERPETUATE AND REINFORCE HETEROSEXISM 

•

BUILDING ACCESS....
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RESPONSES & QUESTIONS

DO YOU HAVE ANY FINAL QUESTIONS OR RESPONSES ABOUT 
DISPARITIES, BARRIERS TO SERVICE OR LGBTQ ACCESS?
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