

Community Profile Overview

As a County and ESD team please “paint a picture” about each community that is selected for the PRI Cohort 1.  This information provides a valuable look at the uniqueness and similarities of the communities and will be shared with others.

1. Please briefly answer the following: 

a. Community Name: Bridgeport
b. The community boundaries are defined as: The community of focus is the town of Bridgeport, located  in the south-eastern corner of Pima County, in eastern Washington.
c. The school district(s) in this community include: Bridgeport School District
d. Briefly describe the demographics of community members. Bridgeport is home to about 8,000 people. The majority of community members are under the age of 60, with many young families. The local economy has suffered in recent years due to the deterioration of the local logging operations that were the mainstay of community employment, and about 20% of the adult population is unemployed. About 40 percent of community members are Caucasian, 35 percent are of Hispanic origin, 15 percent are Native American, 6 percent are African-American, and 4 percent are Asian. The local culture is fairly traditional with an emphasis on family, individual freedoms and responsibilities, and self-reliance.
e. Is there currently a community coalition established?  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   or  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If a coalition is established and active please provide the coalition name:Bridgeport Coalition, year the coalition formed: 2002,  and their primary focus: Substance abuse. 
2. Highlights of local problems. The main issues with youth substance abuse include: For the past several years the primary problems have been underage use of alcohol, use of marijuana by youth between the ages of 13 – 18, and tobacco use that has remained high by both youth and adults. Binge drinking is a special problem that exacerbates the problems associated with underage alcohol use.
3. Contributing conditions. Briefly describe a historical perspective. (For instance, if there have been significant changes or other aspects of the community that affect the current problems with substance abuse and/or the community’s ability to respond to the issues.):  Recently illegal prescription drug use has emerged as a new problem for both youth and adults. The poor economy means there are not as many resources to address substance abuse as there used to be. Because there haven’t been any crisis situations (such as alcohol related deaths) related to youth substance use in the past few years, it has fallen off the radar as an issue, even though rates of use are still very high.
4. Strengths of the community to address problems. Please highlight a few positive elements that demonstrate the community’s ability to work together. Some elements include:

a. Key stakeholder involvement:  The local coalition is active and ready to make a concerted effort to turn the spotlight back on local problems of substance abuse as a priority for the community to address. Eight of the twelve sectors are represented on the coalition; the other four sectors are being actively recruited.
b. Previous successes in prevention initiatives:  Three years ago the local coalition worked with the school district to review and revise school policies related to substance abuse. The policies are being successfully implemented which has reduced possession of substances on school campuses and reduced access.
c. Existing resources to address local problems:  Financial resources are limited currently, but there is some local support. Community churches provide facilities for coalition meetings and related events at no cost, and two local restaurants provide meals during evening sessions of “Strengthening Families” parenting education, as an example. State funds have been accessed for Town Hall meetings, and the county has provided funding for Life Skills and Strengthening Families programs twice a year for the past four years.


