
Sample News Release Template for PRI Communities

Updated 9/7/12
The purpose of this news release template is to announce the funding your community is receiving to prevent youth substance use, and to encourage community members and leaders to get involved in your coalition’s plans and strategies.   The next steps are:
· Localize this template by adding your local data, planned strategies, prevention successes, and a quote.  The DBHR director’s quote must be used as is.  

· Try to keep your final news release to one page.
· Email your news release to newspaper, TV and radio news reporters.  You are more likely to get coverage if you follow up with a phone call to offer additional information.
· Email a copy of your localized news release, and links to news coverage, to your DBHR contact and to debschnellman@dshs.wa.gov.
=================================================================================
Date:

Contact name , phone number and email:

(Community name) receives funding to reduce underage drinking  
(Your City)-
(Your Community) has been selected to receive (amount of funding) to reduce youth alcohol and other drug use, and create a healthier and safer community environment.  The support includes funding for training, technical assistance, and community and school-based prevention services.   

(Your Community) is one of 35 communities statewide currently participating in a Prevention Redesign Initiative (PRI), funded by the state Department of Social and Health Services’ Division of Behavioral Health and Recovery (DBHR).   PRI supports new or existing coalitions in partnering with parents, youth, educators, health professionals, law enforcement, faith leaders, and local government.  Coalitions will identify their highest prevention needs, plan and implement evidence-based strategies, leverage local resources and evaluate the impact of selected programs.   


PRI will focus a larger amount of leveraged resources in targeted communities over several years, with the primary goals of reducing underage drinking among 8th and 10th graders, improving academic performance, and reducing juvenile crime.  


“A number of factors were considered in selecting (name of community) for services”, said (county or school spokesperson).  “These included (list key risk factors) as well as successes in  ____________.   These factors show that (community) is ready to benefit from prevention services.     

The (coalition name) will begin planning services on  ______, and encourages community members to join the coalition to help plan and support programs.  


“Our goal in redesigning and targeting our state prevention services is to leverage enough resources in high-need communities to achieve greater reductions in substance abuse and the harm it causes,” said Chris Imhoff, DBHR’s Director.  “Community leaders are prepared to use these resources to help young people make healthy choices and succeed,” added Imhoff.

DBHR plans to expand PRI funding in the next two years to provide prevention services to 50 high need communities in Washington State.

State and county data from the 2010 Washington State Healthy Youth Survey is available at www.AskHYS.net.  Information and tips for parents for preventing underage drinking can be found at www.StartTalkingNow.org.   
For information about joining the ___________ coalition, contact__________. 

