Theory of Change Model

During the 2008–2009 year the assessment workgroup reviewed the local Healthy Youth Survey data from Eckstein, Nathan Hale, and Roosevelt along with the spring 2008 community survey data to examine the local theory of change model.  There are not many changes in the resulting model, with the risk and protective factors remaining consistent.  There are some slight modifications in the description of the intervening variables related to law enforcement, though in general the concern is still around commitment, follow-up and consequences.

The primary changes are present in the description of the contributing factors.  Based on the community survey we eliminated contributing factors related to (a) parent/adult attitudes supportive of underage drinking (survey results indicated that 66 percent of adults in the community “strongly disagreed” that it is “OK for 15-17 year olds to drink alcohol”) and (b) parents’ trust of youth preventing communication (survey results indicated that over 97 percent “strongly disagreed” with the statement “It is important to show you trust your child by not asking questions about what he or she does with friends.”).  Instead, we made the factors around monitoring and supervision more specific to patterns shown in the survey, and to areas addressed in the Guiding Good Choices program.  The set of proposed strategies remains the same as in the original model.
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